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DEATH ITS STING" ",SINCERITY E ESTNS " KEJ "NO ASSURANCE AS TO LIFE AFTER OEATH

!! Rev.
Williamson.

Dr.Wjl

EXTRACTS FROM

t PREACHED IN

"Onr assiiraim of (lie llpriliioss of the l ami of tho lifo be-

yond arisen from tho fact that u linvc-:- t rrrnril and a revelation from
;od correspordins to the universal Iioik- - of men." The AV.

J. Williamson.
"The nssurniiPi- - of "salvation i not essential to the faet of Mira-

tion, mit it is ocnti.il to the n of rnmfnit and peace of
mind, more thin it V eential to the highest spiritual proj-xps-

s

and iiiphest spiritual development of the oti!." The- - Revete-ii- James
i:. SpriiJKiT.

"U'e s.ihile- - y the lilossul S:nior. risen fiim th dead, as
victor and Kins, anil our salutation the huii lies t. It It alleluias and
the hearts of men with xl.idue-- s and hope." An hlii-lm- p .1. J. (!Ien-no-

.
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OF RESURRECTION,

- 'The Most Reverend J. J. Glen
non Delivers Easter Sermon in

Xew Cathedral .Chapel.

TELLS OF CHRIST'S VICTORY.

- "Xo Longer Has Death Its Sling"
Is the Theme on Anniver-

sary of World's Great
est Triumph.

Archbishop J. J. Gienrnn yes-

terday on "The Savior Risen I'rom the
'""

Dead, and What the Vlctor Mean"." The
sermon was delivered In the New Ca-

thedral Chapel. Mainland and Newstead
.avenues, at the Easter high ma.

He took his text from the, Epistle of St.
Luke. "ixtcenth verse; "He- - Is risen, he is
not here; behold the place where they laid

"Jhlm " He said. In part.- "We salute y the hlce1 Savior.r risen from the dead. as v ictor an 1 King,
.and our fills the churches with

and the hearts of men with glad- -
r ness and with hope.

"But latcl this same blecd Savior
to he far from his triumph, for

he was only a man of sorrows. It Is onlv
a few hours since we were with him as
he went forth to the field of carnage. bear-
ing on his shouder the burden of defeat.
On that field we heard the enemy shout:
we heard the blasphemies of the opposing
innv: we saw their lance spear; we
aw hosts gathered. surroune-in- g him,n evc-- y- "lde; we saw his blood flow, and-- if ttioupht then. as his apostles did, that

all was over that our champion was de-
bated for we heard his agonizing cry

..that 'all was consummated.' We saw his
hend bowed In death

'Now. for all the world, death means
defeat: for all things earthly, death marks
the end: and so It would b with Chrl"t.
if Christ were only of earth; If he wr
orlv human nut a few hours have passed,
and what a transformation! The croiw
has fadtd In the background and Good

- Friday has vanished The tomb that was
sealed Is opened, and by the open tomb
Easter lilies are blooming and the angel
songs are sung, and all the air la filled
with the joycusness of triumph. That
tomb, that for us all is a tpe of our
weakness and mortality, only manifested
In Jesus a power omnipotent, when hu

., The coming quadrennial session of the
jGeneral Conference of the Methodist "Epi"-tcop- al

Church, to be held In Los Angeles,
"opening on May 4. promises to be fraught

r with stirring and Important issues and

ii The denomination has more than 3,000 000

.'.members, and In the parent body of the
Methodist family In this country, which in-

cludes the Methodist Bplscopal Church.
"South, with a million and a half members;
Jtn African, the Colored, and the Afrlein
Zlon Methodist Bplscopal churches, with
an aggregate of a million and a half f the

;Methe-JIs- t Protestant, with nearly sunevio,

ind some minor denominations, making
S.300.000 members. All together Methodism

-- fcaa .000,'j00 communicants in the United
States. making this family Iry" all odds the

itromjcst In American Protestantism.
f Accordingly the meeting of the chief

of the leading Methodist denom-
ination for a threo or four weeks' session,
after an Interval of four years, will d

the attention of millions of directly-Intereste- d

people, in addition to multitudes
In other denominations, who are draw-- n by
a touch of sympathetic interest to the con-
sideration of all movements which have In
them promise of good for the public at
large. The legislation to be enne'ed. the
election of officials of various sorts. Blsh-.op- s,

secretaries, publishing agentn and
"editor", and discussions to be carried on
will be of uncommon Interest.

LAV REPRESENTATION.
. The Genernl Conference will be ej

of about 7S0 delegates, one-ha- lf of
them laymen. Of tills last body about a
score will be women n fact which ellvldcs
this session of I9ai oft from all former
meetings of this clnracter. Never before

--Have women had an unchallenged right to
seats as delegates in the lawmaking body

--of this dcnomlrntlon, and their appear-
ance at Los Angeles with proper creden-
tials and their participation In tho doings
of the body-- will register an epoch in the
history of tho denomination

It may-- be rccalleel that the Methodist
Kplscopat Churcli was governed by the
clerical element for about ninety years,
Xrom Its organization In 1784 down to the
year 1ST2. In all tint time no layman had
any right in the lawmaking liody of tho

"clmi-ch- . Thero was but little protest
against this pollcv for many years, al-

though a small revolt in favor of "equal
rights" occurred in 1S27 and 1830. when
about eighty ministers and several thou-
sand member withdrew and formed the
.Methodist Protestant Church, one of
whose elemental principles was the con-
ferment of special rights and privileges,
hitherto unknown in the mother church,
upon the laity.
j In the sixties an agitation In the Metho-eli- st

Episcopal Church grew stronger than
before In favor of a change In the or-
ganic law which would grant laymen the
right to sit as members of the General
Conference, and In 1872, after a long strug-
gle, this principle was embodied In the
constitution of the denomination, and Into
the General Conference held in Brooklyn
lr. May of that year laymen, duly elected,
were admitted as delegates For twenty-eig-ht

years there was a notable disparity
In the numbers of the two orders in the
General Conference, although provision
was made for equalizing their voting pow-
er in certain emergencies of legislation.

Not more than two laymen wr! al-
lowed to sit as delegates from anv one
conference, and In case of the smaller
conferences only one. Thus It nappened
that there might be seven or eight min-
isters and only two laymen to represent
the very large conferences. In 1900, at

g
SUNDAY SERMONS t
ST. LOUIS PULPITS.

iiiV .,
man power cc.t r fnrf.er. 'lift H
he - not here, behold tho place where
they Hid nlm "

- or triumph.
Some liny Imagine that this day of

trimrp: correlate"- - with other trlumphll
d.ij?. for In the hlstorj of our race vve
are rot tinace-us- t caned lo the triumphal
return of the In rocs ami the victor0.

"Indeed, tie hjstoiv of our race Is one
of Jubilation ner victories won and
i row ns conferred on those who deserved
thrm History tells of the glories and
crowns that awaited the returning Cae-
sars and Pompeys fresh from their vic-

toria Cities preserve arches
built that a Constanline or a Titus might
1 e honored Shafts have been erected
with a nation's treasure that the victories
of At'sUrllt Marengo. Trafalgar und
Waterloo might be commemorated

"V ou m i iisk. - this day of triumph
tint we celehnte like unto the days of
rejoicing tor the victories such as those
ciiuinci-ued- " And to answer it I would
only ask ou to consider the victor and
the victorv When a nation rejoices be-- r

iu- - Its Napob on or Its Wellington re-
turns a conqueior. It mav be said. per-
haps, that lie conqueror's country Is
aved or il; dorilnion extended, or per-

haps it means that a national Insult has
been aveng--- These maj be the hi

that the n ition employs, but they
are euphemisms onlv. but most certainly
does it mean thit all such heroes have
gained their victory by sacrificing their
lellow-me- n

"It means that In the background of the
trlumphll arch is the fiei of earn ige. It
means that the snows of Hoheniindcn ate
crimsoned or the Danube's waves Incarna-
dined with blood It me ins that for ev-
en ""hout of victorv thre Is n wail of de-
feat, that foi cverv ir.otlit t proud of her
victorious on there is another weeping
betause her son will return no more, thatfor everv child rejoicing that his father Is
of the nation honored there is another
child who Is orphaned and abandoned to
the fate of the conquered

"Such are all national triumphs that hls-to- rv

records Not o with us. These
heroes have i rep victorious by conquering
life Christ i victorious bv conquering
death 1 hey have bullded their nation's
fame by bringing porrow to innumerable
livc. leaving eparations and tears and
broken hearts in the train of their
triumphal journeys

"Christ, our King, Is victorious by bring-
ing back thoc who were lost; by bringing
hope to the living and life to the dead;
drvlng up widows' tears and taking from
children the plea of being orphaned by re-
storing them all to be children of God.
The Jov, then, of the victory of our King
N unallcved by any sorrow It U a Joy
altogether worthy of the Christ whom we
honor, the God whom we adore. The
quality of this triumph of our can better
ije considered when we consider the nature
of the victory.

VICTORT OVKR DEATH.
"It has been often said that we are a

proud rac and we show our prido by con-
stantly boasting of our achievements and
our progrc. How many books will tell
y ou and how nany speeches narrate the
greatneaS of human achievements In every
age the constant march of humanity
toward the high goal that awaits our ef-
forts We have, they tell us, chained the
lightning, conquered the ocean, annihi-
lated pace We have compelled the earth
to give up Its secrets: we have measured
the distance to the stars; and now, like
Alexander of old. we are waiting; for new
empires to conquer.

"But with all our boasts there Is
mingled with our Jubilation the cry f
defeat. There Is one desperate Imped-
iment to .Jl our forward march. One
Banquo ghost In the halls of our triumph
that will not down. It Is eer with us

C"iilcago, a new constitutional amend-
ment went into operation providing forlay and clerical delegates In equal num-
bers In the General Conferene.

WOMEN DELEGATEto.
In May, 18R3. nt the opening of the

General Conference in New- - York City,
five of prominence, one of tne--

Miss Frances E. WHIarel, who had bec-- i

elecieel by lay electoral conferences as
delegates, appeared to claim their right;They were denied seat", anel after a Kng
debate It was decided that a new amend-
ment mut be adopted in eirdcr to
women equal rights with men in this re-
gard. A fight. In the papers, in th an-
nual conferences, nnel in boon feirm. we-i- t

on for a dozen vears before the new
recognizing women as "laymen"

with the right to be chosen as lav dele-
gates, was adopted. Accordingly the wom-
en will be at lios Angele- -, at .least a
score of them, as delegates.

As In a body of such size. Including
scores of eager and skilled deleters. It
I often a hard matter for a man tei get
the floor, at times a score- - lieing on their
f'-- at once, shouting "Bishop," ".Mr
Piesldent," and trying in tne t eif
agitating debate to get the attention of
the presiding officer, and in view of the
'urther fact that in a great hall such as
has held the general conferences In r. --

cent yearn, onlv the best speakers are
hoard by the thousands who gather

tlie experiment to be- - m ide by
the women in 1 tunchlng feirth on the sea
of ecclesiastical elebate will be awaited
with curiosity, sympathy and Interest.

MISSIONARY UIs'lIOPS.
The various questions pertaining to the

episcopacy will attract close and inter
ested attention, not onlv on the part of
the delegates but on the part of the
church at large One of these questions
touches the method of ndnilnisteiing the
work in foreign lands, especially In East-
ern and Southern Asia, where great andgrowthful missionary operations uneler
Methodist auspices are being carried on
For the list qimdrennlum the worl; in
China. Korea and Japan has been under
the care of Bishop David H. Moore, for-
merly editor of the Western Christian Ad-
vocate in Cincinnati That assignment
vas. it is understood, only for the

and a new man. or perhaps two
or three new men. will lie assigned to that
va"t field. BUnop Moore believes that' mbionary Blhops should be chosen. In
view of the growing neeels of that section,
one for each of the countries named.

Administration bv means of missionary
Bs"-op- s has provcel to be a gre it success
in Africa, under Bishop J. C. Hartzell.
formerlv of Cincinnati, and in India, under
Bishop Thoburn, assisted by Bishop Par-
ker, now dead, anel Bishop Wnrae. on
whom the burden of the- - local administra-
tion has largely fallen for the last four

earc.
missions In the Philippine

Is'ands h lve also dettlopeel so rapidly that
somee believe that a missionary Blsheip
shoulel be chosen for tint fielel alone. In-
dia. It Is announced, has asked for two

mission iry Bishops, and "Latin
America." Including the mission" In Porto
Rico and In South America, needs closer
sfcpei vision than can he given bv occa-
sion il visits from the "general superin-
tendents." as the Bishops of the church. In
distinction from the missionary Bishops
whose episcopal jurisdiction is confined to
their own fields alone, are sometimes
called. Then. Mexico is a field already
large enough, so far as Methoellst occupa-
tion and mission work are concerned, to
justify the selection of a missionary Bish-ei- p

for that region
Material for missionary Bishops Is not

scarce From among the men in the vari-
ous mission field", or who have been Iden-
tified with these fields in other vears. It
would be easv to select a half dozen
-- trong leaders from the following list-Th- e

Reverend Doctor Charles W. Drees of
Porto Rico, the Reverend Doctor John W.
Butler of the City of Mexico, the Rever-
end Doctor W. F. Oldham, one of the as-
sistant Secretaries of the M If I on Sneletv
of Chlqago; the Reverend Doctor H. C.
Stunts it the Philippine Islands, the Rev
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SOLOISTS AND DIRECTORS WHO PARTICIPATED EASTER SERVICES.
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Henry II. Darby is the composer of a "Te Denm" which was snns yesterday at Christ Church Cathedral and
in sK other Kpiicop.il hurehes. Professor I)e Lisle is the director of the choir and orsrant-s- t at St. Francis Xavier
(College) Church. Mis. James T. Qnarles is the contralto Miijrcr of the Lindell Avenue M. K. Church, while Mi-'- s

I.oietto H.iwe is a pioininent member of St. Alphonsus (Itoik) Clitinh choir.

MANY VITAL ISSUES TO BE DETERMINED AT COMING SESSION

rcverlwatlnn of our victory. Whfti wo
declare our greatness it pronounces cur lit-
tleness Whe-- we shout "Victorv. It mur-
murs Winn we s tlute "Ilfe Hie
victor, it spells 'Ieath,' the cotiqucroi.
So that all the paear6- of our triimirn
'still, like, muffled drums are beating
funeral marcl es to the grave'

"All our conquest", all our triumphs aia
all resolved Into the 'munera pulvrrls' ef
the ancient poet, who tells us that nature
can bring us to the edge eff tho tomb,
but not bevond it, and that the last gob-
let she offei-- i In the bamiuet of 1I" Is
the newnthi. of death.

at In thU way. life becomes
for each one an Illimitable tragedy. Tho
way of life becomes truly the "Via Dolo-
rosa' meaningless. lK"cau-s- e It N iurp!--
less; tragic, because it ends In death

"It is Just here that tho v alee nt Christ's
triumph can be estim ited. for it is on
Haster morning that we find for the flrt
time In the history of our race an emptv
tomb: for tho flrn time do we he-i- not
the dreamy speculations of the phlloo-phc-r

concerning a future bevond the tomb,
nut the angel of the resurrection, pro-
claiming to Jlarv anel all the world that
he who was crui iflcel is risen. Is no long-
er In the tomb; that the message of the
resurrection la to be tolil to the apostles
and henceforth pleached to hum initv. and
that the sublime mystery finds completion
In the words of the risen ftvior himself.
who declares: T am the resurrection and
me lire no mat neneiem in me, wiougn
he bo dead, yet shall live: and he that
llveth and belleveth in me shall not taste
death forever.'

"He has challenged death and hn has
conquered. It. Hence, no longei Ins the
(rave Its victory nor its sting."

. A retreat of three days will lie openeel In
the convent Chanel of the Slters of St.
Joseph In Carondelet next Wednesday

for the pupils of the academy, by
the Reverend W. P. Whelan. S. J.

By the
erend Doctor J. E Robinson. theJtcverend
Doctor P N. Buck and Doctor T J
Scott of India: tho Reverend Doctor W.
N Brewster, the Reverend Doctor Frank
uameweii or China, the Reyerend Docto- - -
T"l Qiiannur ami livtni Itittitc? Cnnnr nfkir ji' t anu ivcioi uuiiui ijuin i wt
Japan and the Reverend Doctor William
Burt of Italy.

It Is well known that the workers In
some of the foreign fields are opp sed to
having Blshoi s, ileiring rather
that the work shall be superintended by
Bishops from this eountry who sh ill stay
abroad for four vears, the fear being
that perhaps an unwise choice might le
inaele. and that thereby an unsuitable m in
might be addled upon thtm pe rm
to the disadvantage of all the Int. rests in-
volved At anv rate this whole iiuestioa
of the wisest metheids of administering
mission work Is going te awaken keen in-
terest, and it is expeeted that a vlqornus
anil memorable eliscusslon will take place
before a conclusion Is finally reaes";cel
NEW BISHOPS FOR WHOLE FIELD

It Is agreed em eve-r- side that several
new men will be elected to th" ilt of
general superintendents Bishop S M.

who has bes n in the epNoopaiy
hence 1872, one eif the ablest men ever
electee! to that pi ice, will be- - 71 years eif
age next anel it has is t;n

by his friends that be will a k
to tie put on the sup rannuited list.

Bisl.oj.s Hurst. Fester and Nind- - have
died during the qu.idrcnnlum, ami six nt
the others on the-- list are in
their seventh"-- . It is felt that an infusion
of fresh blood Is a necessity, not only to
supply the vacancies created by
and retin me n' but for lucre ase il e ffect-lvcne-

for the- - new quadrennium How
many will be elected ne man e an now say

Tlie Blsheps themselves will how
many in their judgment are nee del me
Committee on EpNceipaey will then sur-
vey the field, anel consider Its needs, anil
report to the General Confe rence- - the-l- r

convictions in the matter. Finally, that
lodv will, by a majority vote agree
what number tei elect, peissibly five or
six new eines, liesldcs the missionary
Bishops who may be chosen

WHAT MEN WILL BE CHOSEN
Episcopal timber Is just now In evielence

In all directions It is not believed that
the m-- who have been mentioned for
promotion to the episcopacy, have had to
do with the mention eif their nime-- . ir
with the quiet canvass which has b'--

going on In regird to their fitness for
the (.real work which a Me theidist Bishop
must do

The- - Ideal qualities for the nfilie a-- s- of
a high order A Bishop needs to lie a
preacher of more than ordlnarv glfis. a
man of scholarly anil attain-
ments, a Judge of human nature, a man
of executive dispatch anil eif administra-
tive ability, and eif unquestioned integrity
anil religious devotion

Among the men who are now In the
mind of the church as possessing some of
these qualities are Presii'cnt B of
Ohio Wcsleyau University. Chancellor Da
of Syracuse University. Doctor H C
Jennings of the Western Methodist Book
Concern, the Reverend Doctor J. F Barry
of the IJnworth lleralel. the Reverciil
Doctor Levi Gilbert of the Western
Chrl"t! in Advocate, the Reverend Docteir
W. I. Haven, one of the secretaries of the
American Bible Society : the Rev ere nil
Doctor Henry Spellmeyer or Newark. N
J. a pastor in that city; the Reverend
Doctor George P. Eckman of New York
City, the Reverend Doctor James M.
Bucklev of the Christian Advocate.man who has had at his disposal In sub-
stance this office for the list twelve vears.
but who has refused to allow himself to
be put forth as a candidate oecause, for
one thing, he has considered th it the
editorial field Is a larger one than the
OIltscODacv : the TlrtMnr V F
McDowell, secretary of the Board of Ddn
canon, lore titi : the Kevereno.
Doctor E M. Taylor of Boston, a Held sec-
retary of the Missionary Society: Doctor
A. B Leonard, corresponding secretary of
the MlsIonarv Society: the Reverend Doc-
tor T. B Necly. secretary of the Sunday-scho- ol

Union. New York Cltv; the Rev-e-e-

Doctor N Luecock. tjastor- - Union
Church, St. Louis, Mo.; the Iteverend

'V's'aH'Jn' WvviHK Vw'

NO ABSOLUTE ASSURANCE
AS.TO LIFE AFTER DEATH.

ItrTPrrnil Doctor IV. J. Wiltlammon
bay rhlletMnplierw f 411 Times

Mnnel Silent lleslilr the Dead.
a

Tne Reerend De-to- r W J. Wllllam-sj- n,

pastor of the Third Baptist Church,
preached at the morning services v ester-da- y,

taking for his text Itev. siv. 13:
"And I heard a volet from heaven s ly-

ing unto me, 'Write, blessed are the dead
which die In the Iirel from henceforth.
yea, taith the Spirit that they in ly re.t
frcm the-i- r labors, and their works do
follow theii.' " Ho aiel. in part.

" Deatli Is often characterized as the
king of terrors. It Is the one deep shadow it
tl-- rests upon every human pathway.
It Is fo solemn and momentotM a fact
that only the mind of the brutal or the
ftupld can regard It hghtlv. Men have
"ought cver where for a light that could
irradiate the tomb. 'If a man die. ''hall
lie live agalnT 1 aB been the seilemn ques-
tion of the ages; has engaged the minds
of the wisen and greatest of eartn. After
nil the tolendld centuries of progres-- j und
eiscovery. every relm of InqJlry sends
btck only the echo of the heart's bitter
cry. The wisest philosopher of ancient or
modern times stands with "ealeei lips be-
side the caket of his beloved dead He
has laid bare tho very heart of moral
truths, but he .las not a word of absolute
assurance concerning the life the
grave The scientist has charteil the

nl measureel the material w oriel
He has brought to us revelations in the

OF
Reverend Doctor Jesse Bowman

Doctor John T McFarland. pastor First
Church. Topeka. Kas : the Reverend Doc-
tor W. A. Quayle. pastor Grand Avenue
Church. Kansas Cltv, Mo.; the Reverend
Doctor P. If Swift, a Chicago pastor: the
Rev crenel Doctor Charles J Little, presi
dent Garrett Biblical Institute. Evanston. a
Ill . the lteveretul Doctor G. F. Hova'd,
president of the Unlver-slt- of Southern
California: Chanceljor Buchtel of the tv

eif Denver, the Reverend Drictor
Luther B. of Baltimore, and the
Reverend Doctor John Franklin Goucher,
president of the Woman's College of Bal-
timore

It Is promble that the ll"t contalra with-
out question the names of the men who
will he chosen as Bishop, but how many
of them will reach the eplsi-opic- at the
coming General Conference Is. of course
now uncertain It may be addeel that thus
far In Its historv the church has been ex-
ceedingly fortunate In the type of men
who have been selected for the high office
of Blshoi. Some of them have been in
full measure great administrators and
great preachers, while all of them have
been men of unauestloneel devotion, of
recognized gifts and usefulness, who have
ilone a verv creditable werk

BISHOPS' REPORTS.
Tlie quadrennial episcopal address is to

be read this year by Bishop Cyrus D. Foss
of Philadelphia, to whom, it is understood,
the shaping if the document has been
committed, although the address as finally
riven is usually a composite weirk. repre-rentln- g

the thought and conviction and
wisdom of the entire Board of Bishops
namily. Thomas Bowman (now retired).
S M. Merrill. E G Andrews, H W.War-
ren. C. D. 1 os, J. M. Walden. W. F.
Mallilleu, C. H. Fowler. J H. Vincent.
J. N. Flt7Gerald I. W Joyce. D. A. Good-sel- l,

C. C. McCabe. Earl Cranston D. H.
Moore mil John W. Hamilton The ad-

dress in question is always a vigorous,
statesmanlike nnel s.niracious nroeluctlon.
covering a wide scope and with
some of the lending current issues in the
e'enoniinatlon It goes without saving that
th- - views expressed In the document are
most carefully studied by the General
Conference, which I". hovever, an

hoily and not always disposed to
follow episcopal leadership.

WORLD-WID- E SCOPE
In addition to the episcopal addresses, Is

the reports of the Bishops who have ad-

ministered
It.

foreign mission fields will at-

tract do-- e attention. Bihop John H
Vincent, for Instance, will report on the tocondition of the work In the various Euro-
pean countries where conferences have allbeen established. Bishops McCabe and
Joyce have- - each made two visitations to
the-- mis-io- In South America. Bishops
Thoburn and Warren have administered
the work In India, and Bishop Hartzell In
Africa, while Bishop Moore has sjient the
time in eruadrennlum In China. Jipan and
Kore 1. Through the official representa-
tions of these lenders the whole world In
Its s and claims will be brought be-

fore the v Lslon of the General Conference.
It Is worth noting, further, that the de-

nomination has now upon its rolls in for-
eign lands 211 W0 members, many- - of them

from heathenism.
CONSOLIDATION MEASURES

Two plans Involving consolidation of
ISOgreat enterprises will occupy the atten-

tion of the Oneral Confe-rence- .

One of them involves the unification of
the Methodist Book Concern in New York
Cltv and Its depositories in Detroit, Bos-
ton,

at
PIttsbjrg and San I"ranr!sco with

the Western Methodist Book Concern
which has Its location in Cincinnati and
Its depositories In Kansas City and Chi-
cago An elaborate plan for the consoli-
dation of all these various establishments
under a single head and in unity of ad-

ministration has been prepared by the
rtfinlc Committee and will be considered to
by the conference at Los Angeles It Is
not Intended to uproot any of these es-

tablishments entirely from the place thcy
now occupy. The idea, however. Is to is
consolidate the manufacturing plants In
one central place for purposes of con--

venience and economy, ana to eject onenarjy'
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maler'al v oriel, of which our fathers hade
nevr dreamed, but with mate and blood
Ice", litis be lrends above hl toflined elead.
The humblest man in all the land Is as

it th eleme and philosophy
may l.e taught the divlnest wNdom bv the
httl- - child.

"Neither is an answer to be found In
nature True it l. that life comes
through death, and each recurring "spring-
time leings blossoms ami fruitage from

"deeping world Winter has ever been
tho type of death, and the bursting buds
of spring thrill the world with hope and
cheer, vet Its message does not satisfy,
the anology is not complete, if the grain
of wheat were crushed Into dust and ncat-tere- el

as the dust of our bodies shall be.
no klndre'i life would spring forth. The
lesions of nature are far assur-
ances

"In tho mldet f an otherwise) alienee.
God speak", the only-- voice Is the voice
from heiven. Our assurance of the

of the deael and eif the life
beyonel arises from the fact that we have

record and a revelation from God
to the universal hope of men.

In the written promises of the Holy
Scriptures, which have been made real to
tho Individual soul by the work of the
Holy Spirit, millions have found the fewd
that satisfies and no longer live by bread
alone. The eternal promises unchanged
and unFhaken through the long centuries!
They fill the life with joy and confidence,
and they forsak us not w hen the outer
tabernacle Is falling. They give to us
the Inspiration for holy living, strength-
ening the soul and bringing glorious vic-
torv In many a harel fought battle, while
in the hour of death this word of the
living God removes the elmtnt of uncer-
tainty and makes of it the vestibule of
the houe not made with hands.

"No manner of dying can in itself make
death truly blesed It is a noble thing
to die on the battlefield for one"s country.

THE GENERAL.
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publishing agent with three assistants.
Instead of two publishing agents for the
Western house and two publishing agents
for the Eastern house, as at present ar-
ranged.

The Book Committee, however. Is not
unit In its convictions upon this sub-

ject The discussion will first be carrleu
on In the General Conference Committee
on Book Concern at Los Angeles Its
conclusion will then be brought before
the General Conference, and at that tlnv-ther- e

Alll probablv be a great debate.
Local interests In Chicago. New York and
Cincinnati are at stake, and at this writ-
ing It does not seem probable that the
General Conference- - will adopt any revo-
lutionary scheme of consolidation

The sentiment of the church at large,
however, seems to be In favor of fni'
plan of unification of administration aid
policy, and It Is likely that a mollflel
form of administrative unity will be
adopted, or that a commission will R-

eappointed to consider the matter In all of
Its aspects during the next quadrennium
and report a plan for consideration anel
possible adoption at the General Confer-
ence of 1903.

CONSOLIDATION OF BENEVOLENCES.
The other consolidation scheme alluded

to pertains to the coalescence of the vari-
ous berevolent organizations of the
churcli. It Is proposed to divide the rv

Society in two'hrnnclic", a home
seidity and a foreign society, eleillng re-

spectively with the fields thus Indicated,
to consohel ite with the home society the
Board of Church Exten-lo- nnel to fuse
the Board of Education, the Sundiv-Scho- ol

Union. th Tract Society and the
Frcedmen's Aid and Southern Edue-atio- n

Societv- - Into one- - organization. This scheme
will be most earnestly advocated, and. on
the other hand. It will b- - vehemently

It is understood that managers of
these societies and their secretaries are
not In favor of consolidation. The Frced-
men's Aid Sejclcty In Cincinnati. It Is
claimed, is teio large an to ad-
mit of its being wisely Joined In adminis-
trative operation with any other board of
tlie church.

It sune rintends scores of schools In the
South, with hundreds of teachers nnd f0

pupils. It Ins property- - .Interests
amounting to S! 000 OO In v line Tne field

growing and now requires the thought
anel time of two secretaries to administer

in addition to the labors gratuitously
given by the Bo ird of Mantgers. One
argument for consolidation consists in the
Plea th it there are so many letles as

involve a too frequent appeal for
anel that it would be better for

lnteiests uneler consideration were the
people to hive a cluste-- r of two or three
nut beforo them nt one time, rather than
have so many appeals for monev to sup-
port these- - "causes" urged upon them dur-
ing the ear The discussion on this ques-
tion will be erne of the ablest and most
stirring of all tint takes place during the
session.

THE TIMH LIMIT ONCE MORE
One of the Inevitable themes of discus-Fic-

and of possible, legislation, at tli
coming Gene ral Conference vill be tao
time limit In the itinerancy, which was re-

moved four years ago Thy the Quadrennial
Conference In Chicago. From lvS until

the limit of the pastoral term bad
leen five years; in ls04 the limit had been
fixeel at two years; this term was extend-ee- l

to three years In 1S51 The new plan,
whereby pastors are appolnteel for a viar

a time, with the possibility of
annually without limit. In case

circumstances require, his been on trial
only four years, anel yet In the crowded
Eastern conferences considerable opposi-
tion to It his developed. B!s"-or- s have
found It more dlffieult than formerly to
"fix the appointments." and the ;

with the time limit removed .nus seemeei
them to be less flexible and hellful

than before In Its operations. It does not
teem probable, however, that after only
four years of experimentation tlie- - church

going to retrace its step and re idopt
11m.. f hrtn4ffl-n- l

Many believe that the present system Is
Ideal in Its adaptatioiu to the

or while ministering to sufferers stricken
with pestilence or famine These things
In themselves are not prophesies of

They derive their blessedness
from the fact that the actor was a par-
taker of the divine life and lived and
rile-- In the I.ord. It Is not the form of
death that furnishes material for judg-
ment. The bones of Gejel's peeiple have
been found In llem's dens, or bleaching up-
on the ele-e- rt "tinil"! The knowc-t-
them that are his. and whether they die
at home or on a strange .hore it rnaittrsbut little, if thev-- die in the Lord.

"To die In Chri-- t means far more th-.- n
to receive the sacraments of the church
It me ins a moral and spiritual union, like
that of the vine and the branches Paul
understood It when he said. 'I live, vet
not I. but Christ llveth In me.' Throush
a pergonal vital faith vve have hecome i

Identities! with him that in the presence
of the- - Cither we- - are- - one. The work he
wrought In his life ami in hi-- , 'leath uj on
the- - cro-.- s beceimc- - Our pos-ewi- Be-
lle vers in Christ eeinstitilti- - the of
Whiell he Is the he ill. We have- - been re- -

el by tils lil'iod and he who h is eared
for us In life win car.- - for us in iliatb

" God u-- s the word tie to ehirac-teriz- e
the Chrl-tlari- 's heeau--.- he has

prepared tli.- - futur In the- - eleath of
Jeus our elith h is lost its sting, and his

was tho first fruits of .ill
them tint deep We are to pa-- at one
tee be with our risen anel glejritieil Sevlor.
anl enter uin our Inheritance, a klngd'im
prepared for us from the foundation or
the- - world When the fin il hour of
shall com- - to each of us and to our loved
ones, .is come It shah at no far distan
elay. we h 11 value, abive all treasuies,
wcrels of , omfort and hope. TA e shall the-- i
lay all human philet-oph- y anel words
ef man's widom Wealth, anel title avd
thrones will have lost th-'- r charm. Ir
th.it hour there i but one veeicc- - we shall
care te hear. It Is the eoice of our cruri-lie- d

and risen Lord, trie oice of him who
carries at his girdle the keys .if death
and hell. We shall want. then, the woiels
of Je-u- s: Thy brother sh ill live again."

I am the and the life."
'B!esed aie the Ucail who die in the;
Lord ' "

APOSTLE PAUL BELIEVED WITH

SINCERITY AND EARNESTNESS

Aresarnnrc of alTntlon In Vt Kssen- -
tlal f 1'iM-t- , si-i- e the llevercnil

James K. sjprlnBt-r- .
The pulpit at Wagoner Place t'nited

Presbyterian Church wa filled yesterelay
by the Keverenel Doctor Jan.es K. Springer
of Tildc.ii. 111. Hlo text was Timothy ii.

13:

"I know wham I have believed, and am
that Goel Is able to keep that

which I have committeel unto him against
that elay." He said, in pare

"Two things about Paul that forcibly
Impress us are his sincerity and eirnest-nes- s.

The apostle believed no truth in a
n way. Such a thing was
foreign te his nature. Belief involved the
whole man in action. If an indlvlelual be
in earnest at all in following Jesus
Christ, then he or she ought te be In-
tensely in earnest; ,ind Paul was God
eleliver us from lukewarmness! Paul was a
good man to be on the right .Id", and a
bad man to lm on the wrong side. He
was a man of intense conviction- - He
couldn't have a conviction without heirg
controlled and impelled tei action by it.
And heme It was that before his conver--lei- n,

when he believed that ChrNt was an
Impostor ard pretender, he couldn't help
but persecute him. and after his conver-
sion, when came to know Je-u- s as the
Savior, he couldn't help but serve him
with his whole mind and heart

"Paul could say. '1 know Christ" Ar.d
Paul's knowledge of Christ was not mere-
ly superficial, hut deep and spiritual It
hail been reached through a two-fol- d

channel Imparttd bv the Holy Spirit of
God. and arrived at by experience- - In or-
der to determine to some extent the

of Paul's testimony concerning
Christ, let us consider the circumstances
under which he penned this letter to
Timothy

"The time is 68 A. D. The place Is the
prison In Rome, where Paul Is confined a
prisoner, awaiting th execution of the
death penalty, which actually follows two
or three months after the writing of this
epistle. Paul being beheaded by tne order
of Nero, who sits upon the thronen of the
Roman Empire In all probability, t

Entstle to Timothy was the la- -t

letter Paul ever wrote And the fact that
It la Paul's last will and testament to Tim-
othy and the church serves to give to this
letter an added interest and importance.
Paul Is now an old man. almost 70 years
of age. For thirty -- two vears he has been
bTvlng Christ, and having krjown Christ
so long and so Intimately, Paul ought to
be fitted to speak with authority concern-
ing him. Paul, vou will please take the
witness tand Now. Paul, you say that
you know Christ, ami that you are

that he is the Son of God. ami
the Savior of sinners. A good many
people who have hrard of Christ are not
fully peruaded that he is the Son of
God and the Savior of the world. The
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needs of the church, making possible
here and there a lengthy-- pastorate, ana
yet involving each year the possibility ot
a change in every charge. The discus-
sions on this theme will doubtless be ex-

citing and able, and will-enli- the best
debates of the body.

THE FAMOUS PARAGRAPH 24S.

Another question coming up for consid-
eration at tho General Conference has to
do with the matter of secular amusements.
A paragraph was adopted by the General
Conference of 137 which has given trouble
and occasioned perplexity to pastors and
people, and to the General Conference as
well, e ver since that time. Under the beael
of "Imprudent and Unchristian Conduct."
the paragraph aforesaid tnclueles "dancing,
playing at games of chance, attending
theaters, hor-- e races, circuses, dancing
parties, or patronizing dancing schools, or
taking such other amusements as are of
obvlou'ly misleading or questionable moral
tendency " These matters are enumerated
along with "Buying, selling or using in-
toxicating liquors as a beverage, signing
petitions m tavor of granting license for
the sale of Intoxicating liquors and dis-
obedience to the order and discipline of the
church." and rasters are Instructed, in
case of disobedience to this rule, first, to
f.ive private reproof; secondly. If there
be no proper humiliation, to admonish the
offender in the presence of one or two dis-
creet members of the church: and. on a
third offense, to bring the person accused
to trial, with a view to expulsion.

The law hu largely been a dead Ittcr.
Many have claimed, with some show of
reason, that the various elements cf con-
duct described In that paragraph are not
nt all on the same plane: 'hat warnings
against worldly amusements ought to be
made aelvlsory". persuaslye anel admon-
itory, rather than manelatory and punitive
In chelr character: that voung people es
pecially can be more easily and wisely
re ich& 1 and managed by an appeal to
their Judgment, their heart and their

sene. rather than by- - a method
which holds a rod of terror over their
heads- - and that there are some questions
with which the lnellvidual conscience, in-

stead of church law, must of necessity
a.fii

Many honest persons are raising a
clamor against disturbing this section of
the discipline, on the pica that if the par-
agraph Is revoked, or if it be put under
the head of "advice" rathe' than in the
category ot disciplinary legilatlon. the
"bars will be let down" and the moral
Ftandards of the church he lowered. The
opposition to the paragraph as It now
stands does neit come chiefly from pastors
and people, who are anxious to jo to the
theater, to dance, or to play erards. It
has Its source, on the contrary-- , largelv In
the sincere convictions of a creat bodv of
consecrated and thoughtful men nnd wom-
en who decplv believe that the paragraph
whe-- adopted registered a mistaken
toltcv. anil th-- it Is a wb-- e thing for a
man or for a denomination, when a mis-
time has been made, honestly to confess
It. and to undert. ke a wiser plan of pro-
cedure. At the general Conference .in
Chicago four vears ago. after an excit-
ing ami strenuous debite bv a vote or
317 to 179 a minority- - report was accepted
re commendlne that no action In regard to
paragraph 2IS be taken.

When, however, this mlneirltv report
came to be voted on finally for adoption
It was laid upon the table, so that it will
be clearly seen that the situation from a
parliamentarv standpoint during the last
quidrennlum has been something of a per-
plexity- to wh--e Whitever
action may be taken at Los Angeles, it is
clear thet the questions involveel will be
thoroughly discussed, anel that the church,
under no circumstances, whether It mav
ratify once more. or. on the other hand,
revoke, the par.igraoh as It now stands.
will take anv-- attitude which can be con-
strued as favoring rather than

the forms of amusement
above indicated. The question will re-

solve itseir into a consideration of the best
method of cultivating a g. In-

telligent, considerate and conscientious
form of Christian living.

OFFICES TO BB FILLED.
Ol necessity, considerable time and at

Jew Is not persuaded that he is the Mes-

siah who was to com- - And a gooel many
GntlI-- 3 to-d- believe that the religion,
of Jesus Christ is nen adapi.-e- i ie men of
strong intellectual power Chri-tiani- ty is
a sort of a harmless delti-aon- . j we are
told, that is suited to old, broken-elon- n

men men in their i

to weirnen anil children. 1 l.t to a man eiC

visomus health and strength of body and.
mind, never: Now. Paul, we don t want
to hatter you this morning, but all g.

men evervwneri
tegard you as one of the profounde-- t
thinkri-- s and preifoumlest e.heuai-s tho
world has ever proeiuceo ai el therefore.
i'.ilj. we want you to n wny ana
wherein Jesus Chrl-- t is worthy ot such
eunftdi-nc- e as you nave in him.

Paul .mswerrs. He -- s; am per-"- ii
ideil that Je.sus CrirLst is ahle to elei all

ehin,:s that he promises to ele. he
ha never broken faith with me When
I was called Into the-- Trvle--- of Chnt I
foiui great obstacles in mv path 1 feiurel

I I had a "thorn in the and I felt
that it woiilil Ix well-ida- if not alto-- g.

ther. hnis for m- - to nicceil in.
the- - "ervii. ot Chrft in' -- s that thorn.
were 1 worried much t the
r,r nce of thit thorn ii mv Iieh, and.
three- - times I catnestlv lifsenight the Loret
to remove, it But the l.nnl said ro:
th it It would letf. r fo"-- me to worry-alon-

g

with It as ,t would tend te keep
m- - hiimbb. II" preimisc 1 tbet his grace
shou! I be ..ufliciii't for me. for." said fte
"mv strength t rnul prfet In

Christ lias sacredly- - ket that
1 romii-- to me have foeinel his grae
sultle ient. anel his strength ha be-- m mada
perfect in my weakns ;,rt m- - say- - it,
not einiplalnlnql.. either but rather v lth
gladness, that i have b.ni counted wor-tli- v

to endure reproach for Christ's --ake.
I have v.f-- lots of trouble iure 1 beramsj
a Christian Rei ill to mind -- eme of mv

After teeing v rnnpM until
the skin upon our b irk, was tut lnti
rlbbor Silas and I were thrown Into jail
in PhiUrpi. :nd. to aild to our punishment,
our fee; were m.'dc fat in the stocks;
and ill beKau.se we had e! ireil to preach,
e'hrNt In that city. But what et'd Jeu9
do? He ent n earthquake ami ceuvrra
us. Ah. (. .it time' I have been sorely
vhippei becaii-- e I wa. Cnrist.
Five times the- - Jf whlpF'l me publiel,-- ,

grviug m- - ciglitv-iilu- e stripe- - each time,
and thr-- e or four I wa brutallv
tlcggesl by the- - Roman And then I have
been in p"1"-n- at other I beside
Phlliypl. I was a pri-ou- er la .eru?alem;
I rpMit two vears in pri-o- n In I'ear-- a,

and before- - tie beginning of thK m."
present aril last impr'-onm--'- it. I h?r
'pent two yetrs in prison here In Rom.
But in all these impfi-oniwnt- s. Jesusj
"toeii bv me. as he stands by m
and enibled me to bear ail my trials. In
ract in i rion Jesus always sr.jntid nearer
to ne and revali himse'f to me more)
graciou-l- v ard mere gloriously than wha
I was free In prison, by writing letters)
to individuals and congregations I "w?

oft--n enableel to serve ihri-- t more effect-
ively than if I hid ben at Hbeity.

"'I have been walking in the way of
the cros-- . ainl thes are .onie of the trvirff,
experiences through which I have passeiL
You "ve th it I im mw confined here In
this cold elark el imp Roman prison, anei
the Mid Is nejr I limb rstanel that Nero
will shortlv have me 1 But none
of the-- e things move me Indeed. I re-

joice that I am so soon to depart, and hes

with Ch-I"- t. which i far better B-- r

the grace- - eif Gcd I am able to stan't
here this morning under the shadejw ei

the headsman's ax and av. "I am now-read-

to be offeree", mil the time of my
departure is at hanel. f have fought a
gced fight I have finished mv- - course.
I have kept the faith: henceforth there ii
laid up for me a crown e.f righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous Judge. h--

give me at that 'lay; and not to me only,
but unto all them also that love his ap-
pearing " These are some of the rea-
sons whv-- I have such faith in tt:i
Christ.' 'Verv well. Paul, vou mav leave
the witness stand. We think that any
man who his passed through such trou-
bles as. etui have had to meet, and whom
Jesus has helped as he Ins helpeel vou.
certalnlv ought to have confidence in him.

"The text contains a declaration of faitri
so strng that it practleailK amounts to
the assurance of salvation It is the priv-
ilege of every- - true believer to come into)
complete confidence as to h's or per re-

lationship with Cirt in the- - covenant oC
redemption. The assurance of salvation,
ix not essential to the fact of salvation,
but is essential to the possession of com-
fort and peace of mind. More than that
it Is essential to the highest spiritual prog-
ress and spiritual development of th
soul

"If I do not know whether or not I am
save.1. it will be bard for me to con-
vince others that Jesus 1 an Almighty
Savior, and that he Is sble to keep hK
promNes From tl--e moment of his con-

version on the Damascan Way. Paul
seems never t have had any doubt on
his salvation and standing before Goel.
Neither should we. ir we are truly chil-

dren of the Kingdom, have any-- doubt oC

our own salvation, and we will riot, in
we live close to Christ anel permit GoeJ
to work in us "both to will and to
of hi- - good pleasure." "

tention arc given at each General Con--.

ference to the duties of properly nniK
the various offices of the church. Th
other official", as well as the new Bish-
ops, require to be of n varied and high
order of ability. The following are the
names of those who now-- occupy thesei
positions, their terms expiring with tha
coming General Conference. All th
posts will then be. open to be filled by
electIon. unless the conference should or-ei- er

some scheme of consolidation whereby!
a less number of officials "hall be needed:
Publishing agents of the Book Concerr a6
New York, the Reverend Doctor Homer
Eaton ard the Doctor George
P. Mains; publishing agents of the West-
ern Methodist Book Concern, the Rev-
erend Doctor Henry C. Jennings and
Samuel II. Pye.

Official editors of the church who""
posts are to be filled. It being understood,
as a matter of course that each man
named, unless he shall be chosen prevl-cus- lv

for some other rost of duty. Is a
candidate for and that, fur-
thermore, in each instance there are like-
ly to be worthy antagonists also in the
field for the coveted place: Tlie Methodist
Review, the Reverend Doctor William V.
Kclley; the Christian Advocate, New
York: tlie Reverend Doctor J. M. Buck-Ie- -y

; Sunday-scho- ol publications, the Rev-
erend Doctor Thomas B. Neely: Pittsburg
Christian Advocate, the Reverend Doctor
Charles W. Smith; Western Christlaa
Advocate, the Reverend Doctor Levi Gil-
bert; Der Christllche Apolegete. the Rev-ere-

Doctor Albert J. Nasi: Haus unel
Herd, the Reverenel Doctor Fred Munz;
Northwestern Christian Advocate. Doctor
David D. Thompson; Central Christian
Advocate, the Reverend Doctor C.

Southwestern Christian Advo-
cate, the Reverend Doctor Isaiah B.
Scott: Pacific Christian. Advocate. tiie
Reverend Doctor Albert N. Fisher; the
Epworth Herald, the Reverend Doctor J- -v. I'nrrj.

Tlie weekly papers in this list have a
circulation of more than ''00.000. and reae a
a reading public numbering probablv
more than l,3CO.0u0 people. The most of
them stand in the foremost rank of
American denominational journalism, and
measured by the enterprise of the pub-
lishers, their typographical and literary
nJalltles. and the ability of their editors.
they take rank among the best in the
world. One of them, the Epworth Her-
ald, has a larger circulation than any
other paper for young people publlsheil
under denominational auspices anywhere
e.11 the globe. It is no wonder then that:
the task of selecting men to publish and
edit them Is consldereel by the General
Conference to be one of Its most cxlge nt
duties.

The corresponding secretaries of tho
benevolent societies of the church, who
are of course in line for with
the abatement anel concession already
made in regard to the other official",
stand as follows: Mlssionarv- - Society, the
Itev crenel Doctor Adna B. Leonarel Doc-
tor Henry K. Carroll: Board of Church
Extension, the Reverend Doctor Jamesj
M. King, the .Reverend Doctor Robert
Forties; Freeelmen's Aid anil Southern
Eelucatlon Society, the Reverend Doctor
M. X B. Mason anel the Reverend Doc-
tor W. P. Tlllrkleld: Board of Education,
the Reverenel Doctor Ulllla-- n F. Mc-

Dowell.
A proposition will alo be made to

elect a general secretary for the Epwo-t- h
League, a post which has vacant
for the last four years the duties of the
office having been pcrformeel by the Rev-
erend Doctor J. F. Berry, in connection
with his editorial work. This attempt to
do double duty, and to perform tin- - work
of two men proved early- - In ehe (,uadrc;n-niu- m

too much for Doctor Itcrrv. .ml
his strength gave way temairnrlly under
the load. The experiment nascemorsti.it-e- d

the folly of the pollcv crowlcel '.1 e n
him by the action of the list
Conference, and an earnest attempt will
be made to forestall the adoption of a
similar pollcv on the patt eif the next
General Conference. It Is.feit tint .1 vast
field opens up before the riht kind of a
man In the administration of this vonr?
people's organization, with its lr00,Cj
members.

M. E.
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